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The  vorld  gained  about  10  million  sheep  during  1959  and  now  has  approximately 
983  million.    This  increase  was  less  than  1  percent  above  a  year  earlier,  but  is 
15  percent  greater  than  the  1951-55  average.    Numbers  vri.ll  probably  reach  the 
billion  mark  at  the  end  of  196O. 

North  American  numbers  were  up  2  percent  from  1958  and  about  7  percent  from  the 
I95I-55  average.    South  America  gained  about  1  percent  during  the  past  year, 
but  is  still  3  percent  below  the  1951-55  average. 

There  was  a  slight  drop  in  Europe  as  a  1-percent  decline  in  Western  Europe 
more  than  offset  the  1-percent  rise  in  Eastern  Europe.    Western  E\aropean 
sheep  numbers  are  now  slightly  greater  than  during  1951-55  and  Eastern  Europe's 
is  3  percent  larger. 

SHEEP:    Estimated  world  total,  by  continent  or  area, 
average  1951-55 ^  annual  1957-60 


'  Average 
:  1951-55 

;1960  Percent  Change 

Continent 

!  1957 

:  1958 

:  1959 
•  1/ 

I  i960 
1/ 

[From 

:1951-55  ! 

;  iE'^om 
:  1959 

: Thousands: 

Thousands  j 

Thousands : 

Thousands ' 

;Thousands ; 

I960  ; 
1951-55  ! 

I960 
195^ 

North  America. 
South  America. 

Europe  

U.S.S.R  ! 

Africa  ■ 

^^SiLSr*  ••••••••• 

Oceania  

!  38,960  : 
:  121^,560  ! 
!  117,390  : 
:  92,220  ! 
!  135,820  - 
!  185, 5iK)  ! 

!  159,530  • 

38,730  ; 
ll9,i<-00  : 

•  aiL9,400  J 
'  108,200  : 
,  lkh,6lO  : 
;  206,970  I 

•  192,200  : 

,    39,280  i 

120,950  ! 

117,230  ; 

120,200  : 
:  lii-5,010  ! 

210,110  : 
:  195,350  ! 

ij.0,890  : 

119, ino  ; 

121,850  ! 
129,900  ; 
11^3,020  ! 
216,950  ! 
201,030  - 

41,590  ! 
>  120,840  ; 
!  121,270  i 
;  136,000  : 
t  143,560  ; 
•  215,860  : 
!  204,010  : 

+7  : 
-3  ' 

+3  ! 

+47  ! 

+6  ! 

+16  : 
+28  : 

+2 
+1 

•  +5 
'  +1 
-1 
+1 

Total  World. 

:  85^1-, 020  - 

:  929,510  ! 

9^^8,130  ; 

973,050  ! 

983,130  ! 

+15  : 

+1 

Note;    This  circular  contains  more  detailed  infomation  than  the  -tiTorld  summary  of 

similar  title  published  in  the  monthly  supplement  issue  of  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets  of  May  26,  196O. 


SHEEP:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  1951-55,  annual  1957-60 


Country 


Month  of 
estimate  l/ 


Average 
1951-55 


1957 


1958 


1959  2/ 


i960  2/ 


Nojrth  America: 

Canada  (excluding  Newfoundland) . 

I'fexico  

United  States  (Continental)  

Total  Canada,  Maxico, 

Itoited  States,  and  possessions, 

Guatemala  , 

Total  Central  America  2/  • 

Cuba  , 

Total  Caribbean  ^  

Total  North  America  3/  , 

South  America: 

Argentina  

Bolivia  

Brazil  

Chile  

Colombia  

Ecuador  

Falkland  Islands  

I^ELguay  

Peru  

Uruguay  

Total  South  Anerica  3/  

Europe : 

Austria  

Belgium-Isx«mbo\irg  

Denmark  ^  

Finland  

France  

Germany,  West  6/  

Greece  

Iceland  

Ireland  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway,  

Portugal  jj  

Spain  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

Ifaited  Kingdom  

Total  West  Europe  3/  

Albania  

Bulgaria  

Czechoslovakia  

Germany,  East  (including 

East  Berlin)  

Hungary  

Poland  

PLumania. ......................... 

Yugoslavia  

Total  East  Europe  3/  

Total  Europe  2J  

U.3.S.R.  (Europe  and  Asia)  ^  


Dec.    1  1/ 
Spring 
Jan.  1 


April 


Dec.  1/ 


June  30 
January 
Dec.  31 
Jan.  1 
Jan.  1 


Dec.  3 

Jan.  1 

July 

June  15 

Oct. 

Dec. 

Dec.  31 

Dec. 

January 

January 

May 

Dec. 

Dec. 

May  31 

June  1 

April 

Dec. 


January 
Jan.  1 

Dec.  3 

March 
June  30 
January 
Jan.  15 


1/ 


Dec.  31  1/ 
May 


1/ 


1 


Jan. 


1,601 
7,763 
862 

l,lt03 
1,597 
3,442 
10,903 
11,259 


38,830 


117,390 


92,220 


1,612 
7,596 

956 

1,893 
1,873 
4,o4o 

10,622 


39,340 


7,740 
889 

2,019 
2,050 
3,882 
10,374 
10,633 


39,l4o 


119,400 


117,230 


8,619 
817 

2,111 
2,155 
3,778 
10,662 
11,247 


4o,94o 


121,850 


Thousands 
1,047 
5,04o 
31,491 

:  Thousands 

:  1,079 
:  5,350 
:  30,84o 

Itiousands 
1,112 
5,360 
31,337 

Thousands 
l,l4l 
5,380 
32,9^*5 

Thousands 
1,188 
5,400 
33,621 

37,720 

:  37,^+20 

37,960 

39,620 

4o,36o 

808 

826 

840 

792 

750 

830 

850 

&5o 

810 

770 

190 

210 

210 

210 

210 

410 

460 

460 

460 

460 

38,960 

38,730 

39,280 

40,890 

41,590 

50,561 
4/6,464 

16,133 
6,860 

1,293 
1,394 
597 
220 
16,338 
24,553 

i*5,931 

18,867 
7,200 
1,243 
1,502 
598 
193 
15,204 
22,950 

47,886 

20,164 
7,300 
1,081 

207 
14,131 
22,560 

47,700 

19,921 
7,400 
1,190 

14,016 
21,351 

19,500 
7,500 
1,305 

15,000 
21,700 

124,560 

U9,400 

120,950 

119,410 

120,840 

318 

:  227 

207 

194 

185 

117 

:  106 

no 

112 

115 

:  3i+ 

34 

36 

976 

566 

458 

407 

7,725 

1,^95 

8,355 

8,575 

8,743 

8,923 

1,153 
9,274 

1,135 

1,113 

1,081 

7,843 

9,195 

9,255 

9,300 

487 

700 

770 

800 

2,118 
9,706 

2,560 

2,866 

3,100 

3,4O0 

8,543 

8,626 

9,066 
518 

9,070 

391 

496 

1,056 

958 

974 

954 

950 

5,200 

24,  U5 

208 

143 

139 

146 

188 

200 

210 

220 

225 

16,428 

17,442 

18,701 

20,370 

19,391 

78,560 

80,060 

78,090 

80,910 

79,680 

8,769 

724 
2,115 


11,000 

11,475 


41,590 


121,270 


108,200 


120,200 


129,900  136,000 


(Continued) 
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SHEEP:    Number  in  specified  countries,  average  1951-55,  anniial  1957-60  (Continued) 


Country 


Month  of 
estimate  1/ 


Avereige 
1951-55 


1957 


1958 


1959  2/ 


i960  2/ 


Africa; 

Algeria  2/  

Egypt  

Ethiopia  and  Eritrea. 

Libya  

Sudan  

Tunisia  


Itotal  North  Africa  . 


Basutoland  

Belgian  Congo  and  Ruanda  Urundi. 

French  Equatorial  Africa  

French  West  Africa  10/  

Kenya  

Malgache  

Mozambique ...........••••••••••< 

Nigeria  and  British  Caaneroons . . . 

Rhodesia  and  Nyasaland  11/  

South-West  Africa  

TanganyHia  

Otogo  

Uganda  12/  

Union  of  South  Africa  

Ibtal  South  Africa  ^  


Ototal  Africa  2/« 


Asia: 

Cyprus  

Iran  

Iraq  

Jordan  

Saudi  Arabia. 

Syria  

Turkey  

Yemen  


Total  South-West  Asia  . 


China  Mainland  I3/  

Ototail  East  Central  Asia 


Afghanistan  

India  iV  

Japan  •  •• 

Total  South  and  East  Asia  jj . 


Total  Asia  . 


Oceania: 

A\istralla... 
New  Zealand. 


Total  Oceania  2/- 
TOTAL  WORLD  jj  


Thousands 


Nov.  20  1/ 
Jan.  1 

Fall 

D2C.  31  1/ 


Dec.  31 


Dec. 
Dec. 


Dec.  31  1/ 
Ifec.  1/ 

Aug.  31 


Dec.  1/ 

March 


Dec.  31  1/ 

November 


Dec.    1  1/ 


May 

Feb.  1 


Mar.  31 

June  30 


5,583 
1,381 
19,725 
1,280 
5,81fO 
3,013 


Thousands 
6,381+ 

20,000 
1,230 
6,9liO 

2,891 


Thousands  :  Thousands  ;  Thousands 


60,920 


1,1+18 
933 

5,620 
10,367 

'+,331 
3U2 

77 
6,000 

378 
3,280 
2,678 

268 
1,093 


85lv,020 


6,632 

1,259 
20,900 
1,050 
6,91+0 
3,026 


5,1+78 
1,266 
20,000 


3,^10 


63,M+0 


61+,  170 


62,070 


1,221 
1,072 
It,  822 

lf,lK)l+ 
289 
75 

6,000 
.337 

2,950 
303 
1,120 
1+0,000 


1,232 
1,167 

It,  81+6 

i+,i^ 

227 
72 

3,125 
2,890 
303 
1,121 


1,311 
l+,850 

lt,lt88 
207 
77 

387 

3,005 
303 
1,127 
39,500 


1,273 
6,91+6 


62,090 


l+,5l+9 


7l+,900  : 

81,170 

80,81*0 

80,950 

81,1+70 

135,820  : 

ll+lt,6l0 

11+5,010 

11+3,020 

11+3,560 

329  : 
17,121+  : 
9,800  : 

319  : 
3,700  : 
3,961  • 
25,709  • 
3,750 

385 
23,500 
9,221 

^53 
3,500 
5,392 
27,971+ 
It,  100 

381 
2l+,000 
9,221 
1+85 
l+,000 
6,267 
29,209 
3,800 

39^ 
23,700 

il69 

6,650 
30,823 

2l+,300 

l+,l+25 
29,625 

65,050 

71+,  950 

77,800 

79,200 

76,050 

1+1,952 

53,250 

53,'+35 

58,800 

60,800 

53,960 

65,250 

65,1+1+0 

70,800 

72,800 

ll+,000 
39,1+69 
61+7 

:  9I+5 

916 

861+ 

821+ 

66,530 

:  66,770 

66,870 

66,950 

67,010 

185,51+0 

:     206, 970 

210,110 

216,950 

215,860 

122,822 
36,698 

!  11+9,802 
:  1+2,382 

11+9,315 
1+6,026 

152,700 
1+8,316 

15l+,000 
50,000 

159,530 

:  192,200 

195,350 

201,030 

20l+,010 

929,510     91+8,130      973,050  983,130 


Outer  Mongolia.    ll+/  Census  May  1951  through  August  1952. 


Foreign  Agricultural  Service.  Prepared  or  estimated  on  the  basis  of  official  statistics  of  5°'^«iS^^80veniinents,  other 
?oreS  Scf SSiSTre^rts  ofSnited  States  Agricultural  Attaches  and  other  representatives  abroad,  results  of 


office  research  and  related  Information. 
May  26,  i960. 
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Ai^icaa  numbers  dian^ed  very  little  during  1959  as  North  Africa  remained 
stationary  and  South  Africa  gained  only  very  slightly.    From  1951-55,  African 
numbers  are  up  almost  6  percent,  mostly  in  South  Africa.    A  ij-percent  drop 
during  1959  in  Southwest  Asia  cancelled  out  small  gains  in  3ast  Central,  South, 
and  East__Asia,  to  give  a  slight  drop  for  Asia  as  a  whole.    The  total  for 
Oceania  increased  about  1  percent  during  1959  as  numbers  in  both  Australia  and 
New  Zealand  gained  considerably.    The  Oceania  total  is  nov  about  25  percent 
above  the  1951-55  average. 

The  most  significant  aspect  of  the  sheep  numbers  picture  continues  to  be  the 
emphasis  placed  by  most  Communist  countries  on  productian  of  fast-maturing 
animals,  such  as  sheep,  to  increase  meat  production.    The  slow  increase  in 
world  numbers  partly  reflects  the  relatively  low  wrld  wool  prices  in  1958 
early  1959* 

The  U.S.S.R. ,  Red  China,  and  the  Commimist  Eastern  European  coimtries  accounted 
for  over  80  percent  of  the  1959  increase  over  1958  in  world  sheep  numbers  and 
about  half  of  the  world  gain  from  the  1951-55  average.    These  gains,  mostly  in 
the  Soviet  Union — although  Mainland  China  also  gained  considerably — resulted 
mainly  from  the  special  government  emphapis  on  all  phases  of  sheep  production, 
particularly  improvement  of  pastures  and  breeding  stock. 

The  U.S.S.R.  gained  almost  5  percent  last  year  and  more  than  k'J  percent  from 
1951-55;    however,  it  is  still  a  poor  second  to  Australia. 

North  America 

United  States  n\mbers  continued  a  gradual  rising  trend  -vrith  a  2-percent  gain 
during  1959^  mainly  because  of  more  favorable  lamb  prices  in  the  United  States 
and  Canada  and  favorable  range  and  pasture  conditions.    Numbers  are  now  7 
percent  above  the  1951-55  average  and  are  expected  to  increase  in  I96O.  There 
was  little  change  in  Canada  and  Mexico  during  1959,  and  only  slight  increases 
are  expected  during  196O. 

South  America 

Most  of  the  increase  in  this  area  was  accounted  for  by  the  7-percent  rise  in 
Peru,  which  has  recovered  from  the  severe  drought  of  1956.    Peru  is  placing 
more  emphasis  on  sheep  production,  and  numbers  are  expected  to  increase  during 
1960.    Most  Peruvian  sheep  are  raised  primarily  for  wool,  but  evidence  of  some 
shift  to  the  meat-type  is  appearing. 

Brazilian  and  Uruguayan  numbers  declined  during  1959,  mainly  due  to  losses  in 
floods,  but  are  expected  to  rise  in  i960  as  flocks  recover  from  effects  of  the 
flood  and  producers  enjoy  favorable  wool  prices.    Only  small  changes  were  made 
in  the  other  important  sheep  coimtries  of  South  America  and  no  significant 
changes  are  expected  during  i960. 


Western  Eiirope 

A  principal  change  in  this  area  vas  the  5 -percent  drop  in  the  United  Kingdom 
as  a  result  of  last  year's  dry  summer.    A  decline  in  U.K.  slaughter  during  1960 
has  aided  in  strengthening  world  prices,  particularly  for  lamh  and  mutton  imports 
from  Nev  Zea3.and  and  Australia. 

Irish  numbers  gained  10  percent  during  1959^  mainly  "because  of  increased  supplies 
and  loirer  prices  in  the  U.K.  market  diiring  the  last  half  of  1959'    This  caused 
producers  to  carry  over  stock  into  I96O  in  hopes  of  improved  prices;  increased 
slaughter  is  e^^pected  this  year.    Yugoslav  numbers  increased  2  percent  during 
1959^  aJ^^  "the  government's  continued  emphasis  on  increasing  sheep  numbers,  both 
for  wool  and  meat,  is  expected  to  cause  an  increase  for  I96O.    Numbers  in  Greece 
rose  slightly  during  1959  smd.  are  not  expected  to  change  much  during  196O.  In 
France ,  there  \ms  a  1-percent  rise  and  a  further  increase  is  expected  during 
1960 .    Italy's  numbers  remained  level  for  1959        are  not  e^qpected  to  change 
much  in  I96O. 

Africa 

In  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  vhere  sheep  are  raised  mainly  for  wool,  numbers 
have  changed  little  in  the  past  few  years  and  are  not  expected  to  change  mucli 
during  196O.    Kenya's  nimbers  inci*eased  slightly  and  are  expected  to  show  a 
further  increase  during  1960  as  the  government's  effort  to  develop  a  livestock 
and  meat  industry  is  beginning  to  show  effect.    Improvements  in  veterinarian 
practices,  range  management,  marketing  methods,  slatighter  facilities,  refrigera- 
tion, and  development  of  meat  export  trade  are  all  aspects  of  this  effort. 

Asia 


Asian  numbers  are  now  more  than  I6  percent  above  1951-55  ^  mainly  because  of  the 
large  increase  in  Ife-inland  China  which  still  has  the  world's  third  largest 
sheep  nixrabers.    Indications  are  that  of  total  sheep  and  goat  numbers  published 
by  the  Chinese  slightly  over  half  are  sheep. 

In  Iran,  where  sheep  are  by  far  the  main  meat  animal,  numbers  increased  about 
2  percent  in  1959*    Hovrever,  a  meat  shortage  still  persists,  mainly  becaiise  of 
strong  and  increasing  demand,  particularly  in  the  oil  rich  shiekdoms  of  southern 
Iran,  and  the  lack  of  proper  storage  facilities  to  hold  meat  from  heavy  slaughter 
periods  for  distribution  in  light  slaughter  periods.    Numbers  are  expected  to 
increase  during  196I. 

Turkey ' s  numbers  dropped  about  k-  percent  during  1959 ^  mainly  because  of  forced 
slaughter  due  to  poor  grazing  conditions.    A  recoveiy  is  expected  in  196O  as 
the  Turkish  Government  continues  to  encourage  improvement  of  the  livestock 
industry  in  general. 

Syria  showed  a  33-percent  drop  during  1959  after  considerable  gains  for  the 
past  3  years.    This  decline  was  because  of  a  severe  winter  which  many  sheep 
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entered  in  poor  condition  due  to  the  feed  and  grass  shortages  caused  by  drought 
in  1958.    Numbers  for  I96O  are  expected  to  regain  some  of  this  sharp  loss,  but 
the  recovery  will  lilcely  be  limited  by  the  severity  again  of  this  past  winter. 
Also,  feed  supplies  were  again  somevhat  short  going  into  the  winter. 

Oceania 

In  Australia,  the  1959  gain  of  1  percent  was  limited  some  by  heavy  slaughter 
because  of  drought,  but  numbers  still  reached  a  record  level  by  March  3I,  I96O, 
with  a  1-percent  gain  from  a  year  earlier.    Meat-type  crossbreds  also  gained 
as  a  percentage  of  total  numbers.    The  heavy  slaiighter  continued  during  early 
i960  because  of  continued  drought  in  some  areas,  and  greater  culling  in  a  shift 
back  to  wool-type  sheep  because  of  more  favorable  wool  prices  during  the  past 
year.    This  drought  condition  has  largely  ended,  and  the  high  slaughter  rate 
is  expected  to  decline  in  coming  months;    numbers  are  expected  to  increase 
slightly  during  I96O. 

New  Zealand  numbers  increased  more  than  3  percent  in  1959  aiid  a  further  rise 
is  expected  during  196O.    Major  reasons  for  the  expected  I96O  increase  are: 
attractive  lamb  and  mutton  prices  in  recent  months  on  the  United  Kingdom 
market,  favorable  prospects  for  New  Zealand  lamb  and  mutton  in  other  markets, 
and  favorable  weather  conditions  and  good  pasture  conditions.    Rising  wool 
prices  during  1959  have  increased  incentive  for  greater  sheep  production; 
relatively  stable  prices  in  recent  months  has  sustained  this  incentive. 
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